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I have approved this draft of PSB B-40 subject to the c hang es 
reeoiarcnded at the PCS staff meting of 25 March 1953 and at the Work- 
ing Group, Stalin, meetings to date. It is say understanding that the 
ohan *os recommended at the PSE staff meting provided that paragraph 3 
of Part IX (Overt Operations) be noted by the Board, and referred to the 
Working Group, Stalin, as guidance. Details of the changes recoszsen&ed 
to the Working Group are attached to tills mmrandunu 
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1. Pft^e 2> n&ra?rarifc £.(l) - Delete last sentence* 

!T This development and the announced chaagas in governmental 
structtare, indicate careful preparation and premeditation." 

2. Bage 4, ooya^arfi {£), line Z - delete "almost identical* and 
•tibstitute, "similar," 

3. Pag« 4, paragraph ( 4 ) - Delete last sentence* 

"However, the peoples of the Soviet Union are definitely not 
playing a major role in the situation." 

4. 9b.m, 4 - Delete paragraph (5) and substitute* 

(5) Although current "peace* moves suggest that the Kremlin 
Is altering its conduct of foreign and domestic policies, there is 
nothing at the present time which indicates a fundamental change 
in the long-range objectives of the Soviet government. 

5* Hm 5. * Delete paragraph c. and substitute* 

a. On the other hand, the very rapidity with which the transfer 
of power has been effected, the nature of this change, and measures 
taken by the Kremlin to obtain the good will of the people, together 
with the speed with which Stalin was interred and the warnings 
against "disorder and panic," suggest that nervousness and concern 
over the stability of the new regime are prevalent at the highest 
levels, 

6, f&pm 5, paragraph &, - Substitute the following for second sentence 
through s^b-paragrajhs (1) and (2)* 

However, it Is also in the nature of such a new regime that it 
asset try to achieve the appearance of strength and permanence . On 
balance, therefore, it is concluded that* 


(1) The new regime is unlikely to undertake any actions 
that would lead to general war. 

(2) while altering certain lines in the oonduet of 
foreign and domestic policies the new rulers will probably 
adhere rigidly for the time being to the doctrines of Lenin 
and Stalin. 


7. Sage £ - Delete all of paragraph "f." 
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8. Pnm 2$ ^afrraoh Q) - Delete "ifelenkov* and substitute *ihs 

regia©,* 

9. Saga It (4) - Delete 51 Malenkov" and substitute *the Soviet 

regime." 

10. P&re % - Delete all of paragraph "c." 

11. Pare 2 • Af3t5 tho following aims* 

(9) To resist and unmask vigorously any now false vo&ott 
campaign. 

(10) To combat wishful thinking of the free world as to the 
weakness of Communism. 

(11) To reset resolutely to any new aggression. 

12. pgum 2 - Delete last paragraph (b) and substitute* 

(b) m should exploit the possible weakening of ties between 
the K remlin and Communist parties throughout the world due to the 
absence of any outstanding figure of stature, experience and 
ideological prowess as the new leader of world oosamuni®*' 

13. P rum 3,0 - Delete paragraph f. and substitute the following: 

f. Phase* . 

expenditure* ie^ustif ted 
condition of nervousness 
power. The IPresidential 
for this reaeon. 

(2) Subsequent Pfe&iafl* Tt 18 ™»t important that initial 
action be roAlowed by a series of integrated steps. Above all, 
operations should be prepared tc sake the Kremlin assume 
msatimm liability if it does not accept the proposals in tee 
Presidential speech. Measures should be taken to geminate 
the seeds of disunity and to probe for vulnerabilities in tee 
Soviet system. If events develop very favorably, these steps 
could culminate in a 

(3) g3i ^ WB * > 1 in which the oosenmiat system would break into 
open internal conflict . This culminating phase in our strategy 
should begin if and when such conflict seems near. If it never 
comes, the strategy should still have contributed usefully to 
our basic purpose. 
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